WTMC Netherlands Graduate Research School
of Science, Technology and Modern Culture

ANNUAL MEETING

Friday, 11 December 2020 (online)

You will not be surprised: The Covid-19 restrictions have urged us to arrange the 2020 Annual Meeting of
WTMC in a different format than normal. We will convene online (via Zoom), and the programme will be

shorter and more condensed than in previous years. Socializing with colleagues and friends at a “borrel”

will not be possible, unfortunately. A fortiori, join us and keep our network alive!

Please login at 12:45. At 13:00 we will start, as usual, with an update about WTMC policy issues, in
particular about our current efforts to cope with the Covid-19 situation and to rearrange the WTMC
training programme in 2020 and beyond.

The guiding theme of this Annual meeting is STS and Method.
The WTMC training programme claims to provide an overview
and introduction in the key methods and methodologies of STS
research. As a matter of fact, method and methodology have
been a grounding concern in STS communities — think of the
related section in the 2017 Handbook of STS and John Law’s
opening chapter “which has the potential to become a classic
as an introduction to STS as method” (Felt et al. 2017, 19), a : ;
method that facilitates a reflexive use of varieties of methods Leci noest pas une fufte.

in STS research. René Magritte, 1929

A panel of colleagues will reflect on and discuss questions like: Is STS research in

need of explicit “methods”? Is STS research without explicit methodology at risk to lo lose legitimacy in
wider academic and public environments? Does STS research practice represent a method in its own
right, and how would it differ from other methods? What are strengths and weaknesses of currently used
methods in STS? Are there new methodological options for STS research, and which are promising or
problematic?

Participants in our training programme have repeatedly stressed that they feel a need for WTMC to be
more explicit about method and methodologies in STS. Therefore we are pleased that as a third part of
this Annual Meeting a panel of WTMC PhD researchers will discuss the “Crossing/pushing boundaries of
methodology”in STS.

As always, you are all welcome — PhD members, retired members and everyone interested (also if not a
member of WTMC).

Book your place and receive the meeting link HERE (obligatory). Please register by 30 November!


https://www.aanmelder.nl/114833/subscribe
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Time Activity

12:45 Login to Zoom meeting room
13.00-13.55 Welcome
Introduction, state of things with WTMC — Stefan Kuhlmann (UT)

Covid-19: changes in the WTMC training programme — Anne Beaulieu (RUG),
Andreas Weber (UT)

Chair: Stefan Kuhlmann

Q&A (chat)

14.00-14.55 Method and STS
Five minutes-pitches by panellists:

e Wolfgang Kaltenbrunner (UL)
e Amade M’charek (UvA)

e Kornelia Konrad (UT)

e Anigue Hommels (UM)

e Barend van der Meulen (UT)
e Koen Beumer (UU), tbc

Moderator: Willem Halffman (RU and WTMC Training Committee)
Q&A (chat)

15.00-15.55 PhD researchers’ panel
Using methodology to build new bridges
Five minutes-pitches by panellists:

e |eaBeiermann (UM),

e Hanna Stalenhoef (EUR),
e Wouter Van Rossem (UT)
e |rene Niet (TUe)

Moderator: Jackie Ashkin (UL)
Q&A (chat)

15.55 Outlook and farewell



https://people.utwente.nl/s.kuhlmann
https://www.rug.nl/staff/j.a.beaulieu/
https://people.utwente.nl/a.weber
https://www.managementboek.nl/boek/9781107491670/environmental-expertise-engels-esther-turnhout
https://www.cwts.nl/people/wolfgang-kaltenbrunner
https://www.uva.nl/profiel/m/-/a.a.mcharek/a.a.mcharek.html?cb
https://people.utwente.nl/k.e.konrad
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/a.hommels
https://people.utwente.nl/b.j.r.vandermeulen?tab=about-me
https://www.uu.nl/medewerkers/KBeumer
https://www.ru.nl/english/people/halffman-w/
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/l.beiermann
https://www.eur.nl/en/people/hanna-stalenhoef
https://people.utwente.nl/w.r.vanrossem
https://research.tue.nl/en/persons/irene-a-niet
https://www.cwts.nl/people/jackie-ashkin
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